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Z You pray—God answers prayer! Y

I

t is never possible in Newsline to keep readers up to date with all the
encouragement God graciously gives me in the ministry, some of it coming
years after a particular event. Here are three messages that have recently
heartened me.
From Canada. ‘About 30 years ago
you preached at The People’s Church in
Toronto. My fiancé and I had been praying
for my sister’s salvation. At the very last
second she decided to come to church
with us. My sister was saved that night,
through your preaching, and continues to
walk with Jesus Christ. Thank you for your
faithfulness in preaching the gospel.’
From the United States. ‘I see that you
were recently in my hometown in Yazoo
City, Mississippi. I now live in Texas, but I
played football at Yazoo City High School.
At a Fellowship of
C h r i s t i a n At h l e t e s
(FCA) meeting I
was given your book
Right with God but
did not read it until
after I was in college
a c oupl e of ye ars .
When I e ventu a l ly
did, I understood
what Jesus Christ did
for me. My soul cried
out, I believed, and
the Lord quenched
my thirst for peace. I
am forever grateful for
what Jesus did through
you. Continue to stay

faithful to Him, knowing that you touched
the heart of one young man in great need
many years ago. Thank you, again and be
blessed.’
From England. ‘I am a Baptist Pastor,
and want to thank you to you for your
brave and bold ministry. I was converted
in 1984 and as a young Christian sensing
a call to full-time evangelistic ministry, an
older Christian friend gave me a tape to
listen to. You spoke on Biblical Standards
in Evangelism, and it set in place a lot
of my basic principles and beliefs about
evangelism. Some
ye ars later, af ter I
had suffered a breakdown and feared that
I might lose my faith,
one of the things that
brought me hope and
encouragement was
listening to another
tape of yours. Thank
you for sticking to the
clear, biblical gospel
and for being faithful
to the message whilst
being willing to be
flexible and creative
with the methods of
getting it out to people.’

‘As much as I can, as well as I can, for as long as I can’
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T American Encore U

I

n 2012 I did what was intended to be my last ministry tour in the USA—only to
return the following year. Then in 2014, at First Presbyterian Church, Jackson,
Mississippi, I ended a further tour by announcing, ‘This will be my final sermon
in the United States’. My marriage to Pam in 2015 changed many plans and in
March this year she and I flew to Atlanta to begin yet another tour, in which
Howard Williams joined us.
For the first week, my long-time
friends Trey and Cynda Lee had made
arrangements for us to stay at The Reserve
at Lake Keowee, S. Carolina, where other
friends, Buddy and Liz Thompson, kindly
let us use their lodge. Trey Lee is a direct
descendent of Robert E. Lee, the renowned
Confederate General in the 19th Century
American Civil War. As ever, Trey and
Cynda were superb and gracious hosts, and
met all our needs magnificently.
The ministry began with two morning
services at First Baptist Church, Pickens,
S. Carolina, and there was encouraging
news before the first began. One man told
me that his wife had come to faith when
I preached—in what is now my home
village of Banstead!—thirty-four years ago,
and another said that he was involved in
making wide use of Ultimate Questions
in evangelistic work in
Italy. Both services were
led by the pastor, Fred
Stone, w ho told t he
congregations that my
ministry had impacted
his life when I preached
in Fort Worth, Texas in
1980. Two well-received
s e r v i c e s a d d e d to a
positive start to the tour.
Next, we were at the
Greenville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in
Greenville, S. Carolina.
The President is Dr Joey

Pipa, for whom I preached in 1984 when
he was the pastor of a church in Houston,
Texas. It was delightful to link up with him
after so many years, and a privilege to share
the Word of God at the seminary’s Chapel
Hour, where the students included those
from Korea, India and China. Later that day
we drove south to Columbia, S. Carolina,
for a midweek event at the historic First
Presbyterian Church, that was established
in 1795. The present pastor is Derek
Thomas, a Welshman who became a good
friend when he was on the the staff at First
Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Mississippi.
His ministry in Columbia is thriving to the
extent that the church has recently bought
another four-storey building across the
street to help accommodate parts of the
work. I was invited by Derek Thomas to
teach for an hour after nearly 300 members

Life with the Lees!

NEWSLINE y May 2016
and visitors had enjoyed a fellowship meal
together. Several people told me that Right
with God was of special significance to
them at the time of their conversion, and an
army chaplain said that he had given away
several hundred copies in the course of his
ministry. On the Friday of the same week,
Trey Lee asked me to speak at the early
morning Bible Study he regularly runs at
The Reserve. I have done this before, and it
is always a special privilege to share biblical
truth with this closely-knit group of men.
On the following day we made the fivehour drive to Birmingham, Alabama
to be ready for Sunday’s engagements at
Briarwood Presbyterian Church, a flagship
congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America. This solidly biblical denomination
has grown tenfold since its founding at
Briarwood in 1973. Briarwood’s facilities
alone now cover fifty-five acres. The
senior pastor/teacher Harry Reeder was
preaching elsewhere on my Sunday there,
but the leadership team, led by Associate
Pastor Bruce Stallings, ensured that all the
arrangements went perfectly. This is not
something to be taken for granted for two
morning services, one broadcast live on
radio and television, and with nearly 4,000
people in the combined congregations. I felt
greatly enabled in the ministry, and have
since heard of very encouraging response.
After the Briarwood services we drove
two hours to Meridian, Mississippi for an
evening service at Northpointe Presbyterian
Church. The pastor, Bob Schwanebeck
had worked hard to stimulate interest
outside of the church membership, and
the congregation was much bigger than
expected. The church uses Ultimate
Questions as part of the welcome pack given
to all visitors, and this provided an early
link for me, as this was my first time at the
church. The response to the ministry was so
warm that I wished I had been before!

First Presbyterian Church, Columbia

On the following day we made our way to
Jackson, Mississippi to spend five delightful
days in the home of Bill and Lou Anne
Harper, who have been very close friends
of mine for about twenty-five years. They
are very special people who reflect their
faith in a winsomely powerful way, and it
is always a treat to be in their home, as it
is to meet several other long-time friends
in the city. It was a very special joy to join
with them in a 1st Wedding Anniversary
dinner. It was also good to spend time with
believers I had never met before, including
a Ph.D. preacher who told me that
Whatever happened to Hell had a ‘profound
influence’ on his life and ministry soon
after his conversion. Using the Harper’s
home as a base, we commuted first to
Yazoo City, Mississippi, where the First
and Second Presbyterian Churches joined
in hosting a buffet meal and a midweek
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service. I first preached in Yazoo City thirty
years ago, and it was then that a dear friend,
now seriously ill, helped to facilitate the
initial production of Ultimate Questions. Its
remarkable history since then, with some
fifteen million copies in print in sixty-five
languages, is a massive encouragement
to him, and a wonderful reward for his
vision and generosity. The evening was a
delightful reunion with many friends, and
a major factor in Pam’s introduction to the
Deep South (which I had promised her she
would enjoy and appreciate!)
Our final commute to Jackson involved a
200-mile round trip to Laurel, Mississippi
to take part in a four-day Bible Conference.
Hosted by the Pastor, Cary Kimbrell, the
conference had two speakers every night—
except when I was called to do double
duty! Severe weather affected some of the
attendances, but there was a warm-hearted
response to the ministry.

From Jackson we drove four hours back
to Birmingham, Alabama to prepare for
the final day’s ministry at Faith Presbyterian
Church. At 9:00 I spoke to a large crowd
at Kingdom Communities, a regular
Bible study session, then to an even larger
congregation at the 10:30 service, both led
by the soon-to-retire pastor Alan Carter,
who had made meticulously helpful
preparations for both. The worship service
included the ordination and installation
of a number of elders and deacons and
concluded with an impressively pastoral
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. This all
combined to form a memorable conclusion
to the tour, and gave us much to be
thankful for as we drove that afternoon to
Atlanta, Georgia to link up with Londonbound flights. I have no present plans to
return to the United States, but did not
repeat my assurance that I would never do
so!

1st Wedding Anniversary celebration
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 Pam’s Page 

I

n March I spoke at a Ladies’ Day at Hope Church, Ashtonin-Makerfield, where John and I had the added bonus of
this being the home church of our close friends Howard and
Marlene Williams. Howard has been John’s right hand man on Popular Christian
Apologetics for fifteen years, and Marlene does the preliminary editing of
John’s book manuscripts—tasks they each hugely enjoy.
Abut eighty ladies came to the event, fell in a few hours! The southern ‘Bible
when a soloist sang a song which perfectly Belt’ has thousands of churches, some
fitted my talks on the theme ‘A Way of with their own school, and in people’s
Life’, based on Philippians 3. We enjoyed gardens and along the highway we saw
a wonderful afternoon tea in between countless Christian signs and symbols, a
sessions, when several ladies shared their huge contrast to the UK. One highlight
appreciation. At the end of the day I offered was the size of some of the churches we
a booklet to any who were unsure of their visited. At one church in Alabama, with
Christian faith and to those who were not thousands in the congregation, we were
yet Christians. This led to some helpful escorted from the pastor’s study to our seats
conversations and to several ladies taking by an armed security guard! It was a joy to
a copy of Ultimate Questions. On Sunday I see how well John’s biblical teaching was
was able to sit back and enjoy the morning received everywhere we went, with constant
and evening services, at which John invitations to ‘come back soon’. Hundreds of
preached. It was an extra opportunity to books were bought and we trust that God
talk with some who had been at the ladies’ will graciously use them in the lives of their
event, as well as to many who expressed readers, and that many will come to faith in
their appreciation of John’s ministry. We Christ.
left for home greatly encouraged to have
been at a church
where the Bible is
so faithfully taught
and which is also so
active in the local
community.
April saw Howard
j oining us for a
three-week tour in
the United States,
during w hich he
drove us over 2,000
miles, including
an evening in
Mississippi when
five inches of rain
Briarwood Presbyterian Church choir
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Z News on Newsline Y

A

n Easter card from a long-time friend including the line, ‘I pray for both
of you every day’ was a great encouragement to me and to Pam. There is
simply no way in which to put a value on the prayerful support we know so
many people give us as we seek to press on in the ministries God has given us,
vowing by God’s grace to do ‘as much as we can, as well as we can, for as long
as we can’.
This makes it a special privilege to receive Newsline in this way from now on,
prepare Newsline and in this way to keep please let me know your email address.
in regular touch with friends who means There will be no need to send me more
so much to us. It is amazing to realize this than a one-line message with your name
is already Issue No 40 since Christian and email address and I will make sure
Ministries came to an end in 2003 and your instructions are followed. Send your
I went ‘solo’. Some of you will have been message to jbsarnia@gmail.com
receiving Newsline since day one, and many
Thank you again for your kind interest
have said how much they have appreciated in my ministry—and of course now also in
reading reports of the ministry, getting Pam’s. We both value this a great deal.
details of coming engagements to support
in prayer, and being able to consider
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Y coming engagements 2016 Z

At the time of going to print these are my engagements for the next four months. Please
pray for God’s enabling and blessing at these events—and plan to attend any scheduled
to be held near you. It would be good to meet you and to thank you personally for your
support.

May
1 PORTUGAL: International Evangelical
Church of the Algarve, Varzada Mao,
Vale Judeu, Agarve [Info: 8100–33 Loue
or iecavj@sapo.pt]
3–15 READING, Berkshire: Transform Europe
Now Conference at Wokefield Park,
Reading [Info: 0117 961 5161 or admin@
ten-uk.org]
29 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community
Church, Banstead Junior School,
T h e Hor s e s h o e , B ans t e a d , SM 7
2BQ [Info: 01737 300903 or dan@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk]

June
5 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community
Church, Banstead Junior School,
T h e Hor s e s h o e , B ans t e a d , SM 7
2BQ [Info: 01737 300903 or dan@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
12 WORKINGTON, Cumbria: Emmanuel
Church, Vulcans Lane, Workington,
CA14 2ND [Info: 01900 268512 or
pietersent@gmail.com]
13 DALRY, Ayrshire: Trinity Church, The Cross,
Dalry, KA24 5DP [Info: 01294 832363 or
martin.thomson40@btinternet.com]
1 4 BL AC K WO OD, S out h L anark sh i re :
Blackwood and Kirkmuirhill
Community Wing, Carlisle Road,
Blackwood, sponsored by Hope Church.
[Info: 0776 473915 or ian.watson21@
btopenworld.com]

15 POOLEWE, Wester Ross: Poolewe Village
Hall, IV22 2JU [Info 01445 712235 or
demacrae@btinternet.com]
16-17 ISLE OF LEWIS: Meetings in Carloway
(16th) and Stornoway (17th) [Info: 01851
782924 or ddidc@gmail.com]
19 INVERNESS: Smithton Church, Murray
Road, Smithton, Inverness, IV2 7YU
[Info: 01463 793191 or scottlizann@msn.
com]
20*ALNESS, Easter Ross: Capstone Centre,
Alness High Street, Alness, IV17 0SW
[Info: 01349 880776 or fiona.dolan@
roskeen.freechurch.org]
21* PETERHEAD, Aberdeenshire: The Palace
Hotel, Prince Street, Peterhead, AB42
1PL [Info: 01779 479449 or j.mark.
donaldson@gmail.com]
22* MUSSELBURGH, East Lothian: [Info: 07504
503669 or jslang@btinternet.com]
23* EDINBURGH: Christ Church, 68 Britwell
Crescent, EH7 6PT [Info: 0131 661 4045
or davidcourt@zoho.com]
24 GLASGOW: The Tron Church, 73 Claremont
Street, Glasgow, G3 7JB [Info: 0141 332
2795 or alison@thetron.org

July
11 CROYDON: Evangelistic message at Christ
Church, Beckenham Men’s Golf Day at
Addington Court Golf Club, Featherbed
Lane, Croydon [Info: dcf@waitrose.com]
The rest of July is reserved for study and writing.
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August
1–3 FELIXSTOWE, Suffolk: Eastern Counties
Bible Convention, Bethesda Baptist
Church, Caversham Road, Felixstowe,
IP11 2AR [Info: 01934 270187 or michael.
bostock@pobroadband.co.uk]
14 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community
Church, Banstead Junior School,
T h e Hor s e s h o e , B ans t e a d , SM 7
2BQ [Info: 01737 300903 or dan@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
21 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community
Church, Banstead Junior School,
T h e Hor s e s h o e , B ans t e a d , SM 7
2BQ [Info: 01737 300903 or dan@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
28 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community
Church, Banstead Junior School,
T h e Hor s e s h o e , B ans t e a d , SM 7
2BQ [Info: 01737 300903 or dan@
bansteadcommunity.org.uk]

September
3: BRIGHTON, E.SUSSEX: Ebenezer
Reformed Baptist Church, Richmond
Parade, Brighton, BN2 9QD [Info:
timothydenning10@gmail.com]
16 ABERDEEN: Atholl Hotel, 54 Kings Gate,
Aberdeen AB15 4YN [info: 01224 209573
or paul_coxall@sky.com]
17–18 ABERDEEN: Fernielea Gospel Hall,
Summerhill Terrace, Aberdeen, AB15
6HE [Info: 01224 209573 or paul_
coxall@sky.com]

24* N.IRELAND: Enniskillen ‘The Stables’,
Derrygore, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh,
BT74 4FJ [Info: 07798 660050 or
brendan@ mizpahproper es.com]
25am N.IRELAND: Newtownbreda Baptist
Church, 43 Newtownbreda Road,
Belfast, BT8 7BQ [Info: 028 9064 9402
or trevor@newtowenbredabaptist.com]
25pm N.IRELAND: T.b.a.
27* N.IRELAND: First Dromara Presbyterian
Church, Rathfriland Road, Dromara, Co
Down BT25 2NS [Info: 028 9753 30023
or 07922 273543 or shawthompson@
btinternet.com]
28* N.IRELAND: Sloan Street Presbyterian
Church, Lisburn, C o Antrim,
[Info: 028 9266 3837 or afaulkner@
presbyterianireland.org]
29* N.IRELAND: BANGOR, Co. Down:
Bethany Baptist Church, 23–27 Gransha
Road, Bangor, Co. Down, BT20 4TN
[Info: 028 9145 9211 or 028 9147 9112 or
steven@bethanybaptist.co.uk]
30:

CASTLEDAWSON, Co Londonderry:
Castledawson Presbyterian Church,
Main Street, Castledawson, BT45 8AB
[Info: 028 7946 8253]

October

October is reserved for study and writing,
though there may be a ministry visit to
Europe.
* Indicates a Popular Christian
Apologetics meeting.

JOIN THE TEAM
Thank you for reading Newsline. If you would like to receive future issues (by
post or email) please let me know at jbsarnia@gmail.com

