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n September 2000 I had the privilege of preaching at the International
Baptist Church in Brussels, Belgium. Fifteen years later (almost to the day)
I returned to IBC, this time at the invitation of its present pastor, Roland
Eskinazi, who was born in Zimbabwe of Egyptian parents, his father being a
converted Jew. I first served Roland in Germiston, South Africa, shortly before
his first wife Sharon died in a motor accident in 1998, then I did so several times
in Goodwood, South Africa after his marriage to Hanlie.
A
mission
church formed in
1968 as the second
English-speaking
congregation in
Belgium, it became
t h e Int e r n at i o n a l
Baptist Church of
Brussels in 1973, and
its present premises,
i n We z e m b e e k Oppem, on the city’s
outskirts, was dedicated in 1987. The church
is now a thriving evangelical presence in the
country.
The four-day series of engagements to which
Pam and I were invited marked an unusual
step for the church, but proved very fruitful,
and several things stood out for me. The first
was the excellent attendance at the weekday
meetings, including one examining the basis
for evangelism and another (with an emphasis
on young people) asking whether science
had rendered God redundant. The numbers
attending were far in excess of what I had
anticipated, and the interaction was lively and
challenging. The second was the unusually
low median age range, which must be hugely

encouraging to the
leadership. The third
was the number
of nationalities
repres ente d. At a
packed-to-the-doors
Sunday service there
we re wors h ipp e rs
from about thirty
countries, and
spending time
afterwards with
believers from France, Germany, Holland, the
Czech Republic, Canada, the United States,
Korea, the Philippines, Iran and elsewhere made
the day very special. The interest in my visit was
such that an additional, early Sunday morning
session was arranged, and the church was nearly
full for this.
Roland Eskinazi has since written, ‘It was
a joy to renew fellowship with John at these
four events, though here at IBC we did wonder
what support a long weekend would receive,
beginning on a Thursday evening in a busy work
week? In every case numbers were well above
expectation, and the feedback has been very
positive. We thank the Lord for John and Pam’s
visit and hope that it will not be their last!’

‘As much as I can, as well as I can, for as long as I can’
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n May 2009 I did my ‘last’ preaching tour in South Africa, but two others
followed in 2013 and 2014. The ‘final’ one proved so fruitful that Christian Book
Discounters under Peter Temple’s leadership invited me to return yet again, so
on 17 September 2015 Pam and I boarded British Airways flight BA 055 on our
way to Cape Town, the scene of three previous ‘farewells’!
We began with a brilliantly set up
breakfast meeting at St Stephen’s Bible
Church, Claremont, with Table Mountain
as a spectacular backdrop. Pam gave
a brief testimony before I contrasted
atheistic evolution with biblical truth. Pam
then went on to speak on ‘Reality’ to over
100 at a ladies’ group in Tokai.
Our first Sunday began at King of Kings
Baptist Church, Nordhoek, where many
visitors joined the hundreds of regular
worshippers. The evening service was at
the Temple family’s home fellowship, the
Community Church, Tokai, where a fine
congregation responded well to a message
advertised as ‘Why are we here?’
Our next visit was in Hout Bay, at
one of South Africa’s euphemistically
n a m e d ‘ i n f or m a l s e tt l e m e nt s’ —
overcrowded shanty towns often without
proper sanitation, a safe water supply
or electricity. Fiston Vita heads up
a church there, and the hours we spent
with members was a highlight of the
entire tour. About fifty meet for Sunday
worship (average offering £10.00) and
are under pressure as the government
plans to demolish their rented building.
One helper is a converted Muslim who
has been forced to leave his two wives.
One young man gave a deeply moving
test imony of G o d deliver ing him
from drug addiction. Another hugely
impressive teenager in his final year at
school asked questions that would not
have disgraced a university graduate, and
I spent some time with him discussing

his prayerful longing to go into full-time
gospel ministry.
Two of our next three engagements
were at St Mark’s Church, Plumstead and
Emmanuel Church, Durbanville. Both
are part of REACH-SA (The Reformed
Evangelical Anglican Church of South
Africa), known until 2013 as The Church
of England in South Africa (CESA). It is
always a privilege to serve such biblically
secure work, and both meetings drew
congregations considerably larger than
expected.
There was yet another return visit to The
Bible Institute of South Africa, in Kalk
Bay, to speak to the faculty, students and
visitors at a packed chapel hour. The pastor
and several young people from Hout Bay
were there and I introduced the potential
preacher to the principal. Our week in the
Western Cape ended with a combined cell
group meeting at St Matthew’s Church
Table View, a church I had visited so

The Vitas at Hout Bay
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many times before the pastor
suggested I join the staff!
Our next flight took us
to Durban for a series of
engagements in KwaZulu-Natal.
The first was at Christ Church,
Waterfall. The Pastor, Dorian
Reece, was not optimistic
about likely attendance,
but the church was packed,
and there was encouraging
response and feedback. The
next day presented a potential
problem—not because it was
Pam’s birthday, but because
South Africa was playing a
World Cup Rugby Union game in the UK
at 6:45pm! Umhlanga Baptist Church,
Umhlanga risked scheduling a meeting
at 4pm, and to Pastor Guy Shaw’s relief
and delight well over 100 came, and there
seemed no time pressure during premeeting refreshments, the ministry, or the
CBD book table afterwards.
Our Sunday in KwaZulu-Natal began
with a 9am service at Christ Church,
North Coast, Umhlali. The Pastor, Michael
Adjes, told us that as a young man he had
been ‘up to no good’, travelling aimlessly
around the world, with no ambition
and too much alcohol, earning him the
nickname ‘Rat’ by which he is commonly
known today. When in London in June
2000 he met a Christian and told him he
didn’t think the Bible had any authority. In
response, the man gave him a copy of Does
God believes in Atheists? Rat had never
read even one book before then, but by
the time he had finished it he had become
a Christian—and had committed himself
to full-time Christian service! After Bible
college he helped in a small church which
soon grew from its membership of twenty.
After he became its pastor it bought a
disused Anglican church, but outgrew this

Cape Town tourists!

when membership neared 140. The church
currently rents two-storey premises that
used to be a furniture store, and with 200
adults and over 100 children attending is
rapidly outgrowing this. Our time there
was exhilarating, and included Pam and
me spending time with many people on a
one-to-one basis.
Our evening engagement in Durban
was no less remarkable. Christ Church,
Newlands West, does not have a regular
evening service, but its leader, Bishop
Raj Moodley, arranged one at 5pm. To
the church’s great surprise, 200 people
came, including some Muslims, Hindus,
and members of Yoga and Transcendental
Meditation groups. There was great
attention and feedback, and some of these
unexpected visitors urged the Bishop to
invite them again if a similar event was
ever planned.
On five of the next six days we had to
be up at 5am, the first early start enabling
us to catch a 6:45 flight to Kruger
Mpumalanga Air p or t, Nelspr uit to
meet Peter and Helen Temple, who had
generously invited us to share in a twoday break in Sabi Sands Game Reserve.
We had a wonderful time, sighting not
only the ‘Big Five’ (lion, elephant, buffalo,
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leopard and rhinoceros) but also giraffe,
leopard, cheetah, impala, kudu and wild
(or painted) dog. The whole experience
was truly memorable—and confirmed our
rejection of macro-evolution!
Another early morning flight took us
from Nelspruit to Johannesburg for an
evening meeting at a Baptist church in
Brackenhurst. This was my third or fourth
time there, and it was good to see such
a big crowd in its fine building. On the
following day we were at Muldersdrift
Union Church, Krugersdorp, whose
superb building was opened debt-free
a few years ago. Zambian-born Kevin
Roy, converted while studying electrical
engineering at Bristol University, has
since 2007 pastored a church whose
membership has grown from six to about
300. It was a privilege to serve it again.
The following day began with a 6:15am
engagement at TGIF (‘Thank God it’s
Friday’), a weekly coffee-shop gathering at
a shopping mall in Cresta. About twenty
normally come, but this time there were
about sixty, who listened to the gospel
with rapt attention. After breakfast in the
mall we went to the Baptist Theological
College, Randburg, which has about 100
residential students and another 400 in
its distance learning programme. I was
privileged to speak on ‘A biblical mandate
for apologetics’, then to field questions.
The response to the CBD book table was
extraordinary, at least five times greater
than I had ever seen at such an event.
At Emmanuel Baptist Church, Florida
Park, in the evening, near the home of our
wonderful Gauteng hosts John and Elaine
Joubert, the subject assigned to me was
challenging, but I was encouraged when
someone told me, ‘I first heard you preach
in 1988—and you have lost none of your
drive!’
Pam reports on another page about a

very special Saturday engagement. Our
final day of ministry began with 8am and
10am services at Rosebank Union Church,
Sandton, under the fine leadership of
Leigh Robinson, who kindly spoke of
the way my writings had influenced his
life. The church exercises a significant
ministry in the area, and there were
hundreds at each service. We learned that
seventy believers were currently taking
membership classes, and in the course of
the morning nine infants were dedicated.
The response to the CBD book tables
broke all records, and we left Rosebank
with deeply thankful hearts.

The remarkable foyer at
Rosebank Union Church

In the evening we were at Antioch Bible
Church, Johannesburg, a thriving church
with an excitingly low median age. Pastor
Tim Cantrell told the congregation of
hearing me preach a sermon in California
in 1994 that had influenced him greatly;
Pam counselled a lady who had been
converted while reading Right with God;
and a man told me that he and wife had
led quite a number of people to faith
using the same book. These were hugely
encouraging ‘signs’ at the end of a busy but
greatly blessed schedule. Was this (this
time!) my final preaching tour in this great
country? I dare not comment!

NEWSLINE y January 2016

 Pam’s Page 

B

etween our April marriage and the end of the year John and
I made sixteen flights, went to Brussels by Eurostar, and drove
hundreds of miles by car—in addition to all the usual traumas of
buying a new house.
The visit to South Africa was very special.
At King of Kings Baptist church in Cape
Town I was shocked to see a drawer set
into a wall with the invitation to ‘put
your unwanted baby here’. It seems some
African ladies who are unable to care for
a new baby will often put it under a bush
to die and the church provides a caring
alternative.
At a breakfast gathering at St Stephens
Church, Claremont I was asked to share a
testimony before John tackled the issue of
Evolution, and it was humbling to see how
attentively people listened.
It was a highlight to visit a Township

in Hout Bay where many people live in
tin shacks. One pastor had sacrificially
gone to lead a church there and we were
so impressed with the people we met
and especially the young people with
testimonies of how God had worked in
their lives.
A memorable visit to Table Mountain
preceded several encouraging days in KwaZulu Natal where I was able to speak with
many people about various aspects of the
Christian life. After a wonderful break in
a game park we flew to Johannesburg for a
week of engagements in Gauteng province,
including a large gathering at an open air
breakfast for 160 at Waterkloof Baptist
Church. After breakfast the men went
into the church where John spoke on
‘Where is God when things go wrong’
while the ladies went into a hall and I
spoke on ‘True Freedom’. Later in the
day I spoke at a ladies afternoon tea
meeting in Muldersdrift. It was a busy
day but we were encouraged by the
response.
Our f inal trip this year was
to Ireland, where the highlights
included a large outreach supper in
a hotel, a church with many different
nationalities, and evidence of the
power of the Gospel to change people’s
lives.
We ended the year grateful for all
the opportunities to show that God’s
strength is made perfect in weakness,
to preach the gospel, to encourage
ot her C hr ist ians and to enj oy
fellowship with them.
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 Ireland—South and North 

F

ew years go by without
a ministry trip across
the Irish Sea. 2015 was
no exception, and the
touring team (Pam joining
me and Howard Williams)
made its way there on
the last day of October.
We began in the Republic
of Ireland with Sunday
ser vices in Drogheda,
Co Louth, where God
has significantly blessed
the ministry of our good
friend John Woodside.
Drogheda Presbyterian Church
When he became
pastor of the local Presbyterian church about twelve years ago it had a tiny
membership meeting in a listed building on Castle Street, but by 2012 it
had outgrown the building. A suitable site was found at Colpe Cross, and a
superb €1.5 million replacement was built. With facilities including a 300-seat
sanctuary to house a growing congregation drawn from many nationalities,
and a multipurpose hall of the same size, it is ideally equipped to serve its
200+ membership and to provide the local community with a wide variety of
activities. Our Sunday morning service nearly filled the sanctuary and a good
crowd came to an evening event (there is not normally an evening service)
when I presented evidence for the existence of God. The Q and A session
was exceptionally good, including three searching questions from a young
Lithuanian.

On the Monday morning we crossed
the border to Northern Ireland and our
first engagement there. This was in First
Presbyterian Church, Coleraine, where
a very encouraging crowd, drawn from
various churches, gathered to consider
whether there was a conflict between
science and Christianity. The remarkable
response at Howard’s book table endorsed
the value of the event.
La Mon Hotel, Castlereagh, Belfast was
the target of an IRA bombing attack in 1978
described as one of the worst atrocities in
the notorious ‘Troubles’. Twelve people

were killed and another thirty seriously
injured, the fatalities including someone
who had been a bridesmaid at the wedding
of two of my closest N.Ireland friends.
Now magnificently restored, and one of the
finest hotels in the country, it was chosen
by Knock Presbyterian Church as the
venue for an evangelistic dinner, to which
nearly fifty church members had invited
unconverted friends. The evening was
excellently organized, and you could have
heard the proverbial pin drop as I sought
to show that God was sovereign even in the
most appalling of circumstances.

The next night we were in Sloan
Street Presbyterian Church, Lisburn,
which was nearly packed for an evening
focussing on the reality and nature of
Heaven and the explaining how its door
was open to all who trusted the Lord
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. We were
staying throughout the week with our
long-standing friends Eric and Lorraine
Watterson in Ballyronan. Their warmhearted hospitality could not have been
better and more than compensated for the
fact that all our meetings meant about a
two-hour commute. The exception was
Kilkeel, which meant travelling twice as
far—but was worth every mile. The hall at
Mourne Presbyterian Church seats 300 and
was packed for a meeting at which I spoke
on the authority and integrity of the Bible
and exposed the bankruptcy of the critical
arguments against it.
Coleraine and Lisburn had knocked a
huge hole in Howard’s book supplies—
and Kilkeel nearly polished them off !
As a result, we encouraged him to take
the return ferry to England a day early,
while Pam took his place in Waterside
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Presbyterian Church, L ondonderr y.
The church, founded as an aftermath of
the 1859 revival, is about to celebrate its
150th anniversary. There was an excellent
attendance at our meeting, and the
minister, Knox Jones, has since written to
say, ‘There have been dozens of requests
for CD recordings of the evening and
many are passing these to friends and
family.’
Our final engagement was a
R e me mbr anc e D ay s e r v i c e i n t he
600-family First Presbyterian Church,
Antrim. This kind of occasion is always a
uniquely relevant opportunity to preach
the gospel, and it was a privilege to end the
Ireland tour by doing so.
P o p u l a r C h r i s t i a n Ap o l o g e t i c s
tours normally leave very little time for
sightseeing, but while we were in Northern
Ireland we spent an amazed hour at the
spectacular Giant’s Causeway on the North
Antrim coast. Its 40,000 interlocking basalt
columns, forming stepping stones that
disappear into the sea, make it a World
Heritage Site and the fourth greatest natural
wonder in the United Kingdom.

The Giant’s Causeway
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Y coming engagements 2016 Z

At the time of going to print these are my engagements for the next four months. Please
pray for God’s enabling and blessing at these events—and plan to attend any scheduled
to be held near you. It would be good to meet you and to thank you personally for your
support.

January

7 BROMSGROVE, Worcs: EP Books Planning Meeting
The rest of January is reserved for writing

February

6–7 GLASGOW: Victoria Evangelical Church, 163 Langside Road, Glasgow, G42 7JX 

[Info: jandmhopewell@onetel.com]
14 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church, Banstead Junior School, The
Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ 

[Info: 07854 863618 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
21 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church, Banstead Junior School, The
Horseshoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ 

[Info: 07854 863618 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk
The rest of February is reserved for writing

March

5–6 WIGAN, Greater Manchester: Hope Church, 24 Heath Road, Ashton-in-Makerfield,
Wigan, WN4 9DY 
[Info: 01942 723762 or hgandm@the-hollows.co.uk]
The rest of March is reserved for writing

April

3 UNITED STATES: First Baptist Church, 406 E.Main Street, Pickens, South Carolina
29671 
[Info: (864) 878 6564]
6 UNITED STATES: First Presbyterian Church, 1324 Marion Street, Columbia, South
Carolina 29201 
[Info: (803) 799 9062
10 (am x 2) UNITED STATES: Briarwood Presbyterian Church, 2200 Briarwood Way,
Birmingham, Alabama 35243 
[Info: (205) 776 5200
10(pm) UNITED STATES: Northpointe Presbyterian Church, 920 Windmill Drive,
Meridian, Mississippi 39305 
[Info: (601) 482 76744
13 UNITED STATES: First Presbyterian Church, 231 N. Washington Street, Yazoo City,
Mississippi, 39194 
[Info: (662) 746 5398
14 UNITED STATES: First Presbyterian Church, 1390 North State Street, Jackson, MS 39211

[Info: (601) 353 8316
15 UNITED STATES: Bethlehem Baptist Church, 838 Reid Road, Laurel, Mississippi 39443 

[Info: (601) 428 4462 or bblaurel@bellsouth.net]
17 UNITED STATES: Faith Presbyterian Church, 4601 Valleydale Road, Birmingham,
Alabama 35242 
[Info: (205) 991 5430 or acarter@faith-pac.org]
The rest of April is reserved for writing

JOIN THE TEAM
Thank you for reading Newsline. If you would like to receive future issues (by
post or email) please let me know at jbsarnia@gmail.com
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