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My third visit to Albania was a real eye-opener. Things are moving so fast that one has to run
hard to catch up. From being a typically dreary Communist capital, the city of Tirana is bursting
with new life and awash with Western features and ideas. Materialism is in overdrive and one
pastor told me that its effect on young people means they are ‘more confused’ than any previous
teenage population.
In stark contrast, I spent my last day less than three hours from the city where countless people
did not earn enough to guarantee their daily food and had to put even basic items like bread
and milk ‘on tick’ in their local shops. Albania remains the second poorest country in Europe and
has been impoverished by a huge exodus of people who would have made a positive impact had
they stayed. Aggressive work by cults has made many people suspicious of all religion, including
Christianity, and this has made evangelism all the more difficult.
Albania has been called ‘a country surrounded by itself’, as so many Albanians live in neighbouring
states — 600,000 in Greece, 400,000 in Italy, 1,000,000 in Kosovo and substantial minorities in
Macedonia and elsewhere. This has become an important factor in Project Albania which aims
at getting many of my evangelistic books translated into Albanian. Another has been the tiny
proportion of evangelical Christians in the country. One pastor told me that on the road from
Duress to Girocaster (nearly 150 miles) there was only one evangelical church, with just fifteen

members. One survey listed 65% of resident
Albanians as atheist or agnostic and only 0.1% as
evangelical Christians.
My visit began under the auspices of Grace
Church of Tirana, which meets on Ismail Qemali
Street in the heart of the business area. It
occupies part of the building that for many
years was the home and headquarters of Enver
Hoxha, the Communist dictator who was prime
minister, foreign minister, defence minister, and
the army’s commander in chief. How delightful
it is that the message now being proclaimed
from the building is that of the King of kings!

Delivering two new

titles to Will Niven

Grace Church is part of a remarkable enterprise whose most public
face can be seen in three Lincoln Centres, where language studies (especially English) and
computer skills are taught to a rapidly growing number of students. The Centres’ insistence on
quality and integrity has earned them such a reputation that they are widely advertised on the
city’s buses. An academy and a seminary are additional Grace ministries at the main Lincoln
Centre. A similar enterprise in the small town of Patos, based on the Lincoln model and with the
similar high standards, already has 65 students.
Apart from an informal time with Grace staff, my first engagement was with twenty-five church
leaders from Tirana and beyond and I was able to share the literature vision with them, then
discuss a whole raft of questions they fired at me, mainly about evangelistic apologetics. One of
them told me that after his conversion while serving in the US Navy, Ultimate Questions was the
first piece of Christian literature he used to get a grasp of basic biblical doctrine.
The questioning continued long into the afternoon and was followed by a very encouraging
evangelistic meeting in the Sheraton Tirana Hotel, said to be the finest in the country.
The next day was very full, beginning with a crowded youth meeting at which I spoke on ‘Creation
versus Evolution’, with free copies of Evolution: Fact or Fiction? and other literature offered to
everybody there. After driving from Tirana to Fier I met up with the British missionary Will
Niven, who is coordinating Project Albania, then preached at an encouraging meeting in The
Way of Peace Church. My visit ended the next day with a Sunday morning service at the church
before the long drive back to Tirana and the flight home.
One of the main reasons for this visit was the launching of Does God believe in Atheists? and Has
science got rid of God? in Albanian, and it was a special joy to see these in print. The production
is superb and by having them printed in Albania they can be sold at about one-fifth of the UK
retail price. This is great news, and the initial take-up augurs well for their future use.
Newsline readers who made Project Albania possible will be encouraged to know that translations
of Does God believe in Atheists?, Has science got rid of God?, Right with God, Evolution: Fact or
Fiction?, Why believe the Bible? and Where is God when things go wrong? are now in print. In
addition, Project funds have also been used to buy 3,500 copies of Ultimate Questions that EP
Books already had in stock and these are now in use. Project Albania is gathering pace!
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JOYCE
This issue of Newsline has been delayed
in the hope that it would be possible to
give a positive update on Joyce’s ongoing
treatment, but a number of delays have
meant that this is still not possible.
After some time without chemotherapy,
Joyce was able to resume this treatment in
September, having thankfully received the news
that tests for other potential complications had proved negative. When she returned
to the Royal Marsden for treatment in October her white cell count was found to be
too low for the treatment to continue, but two weeks later this had cleared, so the
treatment was resumed.
An infection meant that her November chemotherapy was postponed, and on 24
November the doctor decided to end this treatment and to explore the possibility of a
trial drug based on antibodies. To determine whether this would be suitable, a sample
of the tumour removed during her surgery needed to be analysed (in Belgium), then
some other checks run. We had hoped that we would have the result of the analysis
before Christmas, but as Newsline goes to press this has not yet come. This is a big
disappointment and is making things that much more difficult for Joyce, whose pain
control medication was stepped up on 4 January.
If you are on the internet, you will be able to follow this through by logging on to
my web site — www.johnblanchard.org — then visiting the blog that appears on the
homepage. Needless to say, your prayerful support is particularly needed at this time.
If you are not on the internet, perhaps a friend who is could help you to get the news.

THANK YOU!
My thanks as ever to friends who have recently sent ministry gifts through the CM
Trust. Your fellowship is deeply appreciated, and all our needs continue to be met.
Gifts sent directly to my home address are always acknowledged personally.

3

I must have visited Ireland (the Province and the Republic) nearly a hundred times over
the years and I am always glad to return. The response to the ministry and the warmth
of the hospitality are just two of the reasons why this is so.
The latest visit began with a full Sunday, beginning at the Presbyterian Church,
Waringstown, a thriving fellowship under the leadership of Philip McConnell. Some
time ago the weight of numbers meant holding two morning services and I had the
privilege of preaching to large congregations at both.
The evening engagement was at St Mark’s Church, Portadown, for the opening night
of the Portadown Christian Convention. The church seats over 900 and by the time the
service began people were being asked to ‘squeeze in’ to accommodate latecomers.
More importantly, there was a wonderful sense of God’s presence and enabling during
the ministry, making the event a major highlight for 2009.

On Monday, Howard Williams and I were in Armagh for the Christian Golfers
Conference Captain’s Day — a welcome opportunity to get fresh air and exercise and,
over the evening meal and meeting, to enjoy fellowship with many long-time friends.
Three Popular Christian Apologetics meetings followed, the first at Bethany Baptist
Church, Bangor, a superb facility opened four years ago. The work is led by my good
friend Steven Curry, who had planned a three-night programme under the overall title
‘The Dawkins Delusion’. The local interest was such that the church was packed long
before the starting time and there were over 100 in a CCTV overflow in the sports hall.
Rapt attention and a fine Q and A session contributed to a remarkable evening.
The following day saw us in Dungannon, where First Presbyterian Church provided
a good-sized audience and keen interest. On the last night we were in Molesworth
Presbyterian Church, Cookstown. The meeting was held in a large hall, which initially
seemed adequate, but by the time the meeting began, twice the original number of
chairs were needed. The response to the presentation was very encouraging and was a
rewarding climax to this latest visit to the Emerald Isle. Several other contacts showed
keen interest in a further tour; it will not be difficult to accept!
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In terms of Popular Christian Apologetics tours,
the Midlands had been virtually ignored until
October, when Howard Williams and I finally got
around to setting the record straight. We began at
Walsall Independent Evangelical Church, Walsall,
which meets in excellent facilities shared with
a Christian school. Although attended by fewer
l
Coventry Cathedra
than 100, the informal arrangements were such that the
meeting never gave the impression of being ‘small’ and we sensed that the evening
provided a very worthwhile start to the tour.
Our accommodation that night (mine for two nights) was in Bromsgrove, where our
meeting was based at Welcome Hall Evangelical Church. The church was founded in
1939 by Joseph Lewis, a travelling evangelist from South Wales, and his son Paul is the
present pastor. The church was full for the first meeting of its kind held there and the
feedback was so enthusiastic that an invitation was immediately given to return.
I tackled Lower Ford Street Baptist Church, Coventry, on my own, as Howard had a
prior engagement. Students made up a large part of a fine crowd and the meeting was
marked by the serious issues raised during the Q and A session.
Our next stop was at Mount Road Baptist Church, Hinckley, pastored by a good friend,
David Ellis, and we appreciated both his hospitality and the crowd’s keen interest in the
books, DVDs and CDs.
Next came West Park Church, Wolverhampton, which I had served on several previous
occasions. This was another fine meeting, but for me there was a special blessing. A
dear friend Jim Gough, who passed away earlier in the year, had worked very hard
to promote the translation of Ultimate Questions into Punjabi, and to hear that the
project had been completed made my day!
Our last stop was at Melbourne Hall, Leicester, founded in 1878 by F. B. Meyer
(sometimes known as ‘The Archbishop of the Free Churches). The main auditorium
is magnificent, one of the finest in which I have ever preached. Peter Anderson (it
was great to link up with him and Audrey again) warned me that a Saturday night
crowd in Leicester would be very small, but the main hall was virtually packed. My
encouragement was crowned by being told of several people converted through
reading Right with God or Ultimate Questions. One told me she had been baptized
by Jeff Taylor, who years earlier had come to Christ during a Crusade I held in North
Devon. The Sunday morning ministry in that grand auditorium was exceptionally
well received and was a delightful climax to a tour that already promises to lead to
another.
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Share the real Easter message!
Newsline readers will share my concern at the crass trivialization
of the two great celebrations — Easter and Christmas — that
mark the Christian year. Christmas cards line the shelves of
shops by September and Easter cards before the Christmas bills
have been paid. Easter eggs, egg hunts, Easter bunnies and hot
cross buns are pushed so hard that for millions of people they
do not merely remind them of the event, they define it.
The integrity of the New Testament, the explanation of the Christian church’s existence,
the testimonies of billions of believers and any hope of the forgiveness of sins and
eternal life all depend on one thing: is Jesus just a pile of bones and dust buried
somewhere in Jerusalem, or a living Saviour, able to transform the lives of all who
come to him in repentance and faith?
Once again, Easter (this year on 4 April) presents a wonderful opportunity to share
the resurrection message with unbelievers. To help Newsline readers do this, EP Books
is repeating (in fact bettering) a special offer on my evangelistic booklet JESUS: dead
or alive? details of which are given below. Please consider making use of this and
encouraging your church to do so. Last year the response was enormous, with the first
printing sold out in two weeks.
‘A magisterial evangelistic tool, Jesus: dead or alive is the most persuasive and succinct
case for the resurrection of Jesus that I have ever read. A great booklet … perhaps the
best yet from Blanchard. It was a joy to read.’
Joel R. Beeke, Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA

‘Brilliantly summarizes what happened at the resurrection of Jesus, why it matters,
who opposes it, what they say and how to respond to them.’
Rico Tice, Associate Minister, All Souls, Langham Place, London
and author of Christianity Explored

Until 31 March, Newsline readers can order copies at the following rates:
1 - 39 copies 88p each
40 - 79 copies 85p each
80 - 149 copies 81p each
150+ copies 77p each
1000+ copies 50p each
Order direct from EP Books , Faverdale North, Darlington DL3 0PH. Tel: 01325 380232
or direct to: sales@epbooks.org
In the United States visit www.epbooks.us or phone/fax toll free 1-866-588-6778
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ALBANIA – STOP PRESS
During my third visit to Albania (see pp.1-2) I challenged friends there to fast-track the
translation of Why on earth did Jesus come? for use before the end of 2009. They not
only did this but invited me to return for a special evangelistic event at Christmas.
I flew out on 19 December and the following day preached at two special events. Grace
Church, Tirana, normally has three Sunday morning services, two in Albanian and one
in English, but on this occasion these were amalgamated into one much larger service,
which was held in the city’s Sheraton Hotel, where I had the privilege of preaching on
the deity and immutability of Christ.
The evening event was held in Tirana International Hotel. The staff had laid out 300
chairs, but these were not nearly sufficient to cope with the crowds who came and
even bringing in scores of extra chairs still meant that it was ‘standing room’ only for
some people. Professional musicians provided excellent accompaniment to the singing
and my translator, said to be ‘the finest in Albania’, superbly conveyed my evangelistic
message explaining the true meaning of the Incarnation. At the end of the meeting
most people left with a free copy of Why on earth did Jesus come?
I spent the next morning in two separate meetings with Christian leaders who play
important parts in ongoing Christian ministry in Albania. From one of them I learned
that of the 5,000 copies of Why on earth did Jesus come? published on 8 December,
only about 800 were left. I flew back to England sensing that my forty-eight hours in
Albania had the potential for adding significant impact to my three previous visits.
Please pray that by the grace of God this might be so!
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COMING ENGAGEMENTS 2010
At the time of going to press these are my engagements for the next four months. For up-to-date news of
any additional meetings, visit www.johnblanchard.org. Please pray for God’s enabling and blessing at these
events — and if possible plan to attend any scheduled to be held near you.
Please note that because of Joyce’s illness I may have to withdraw from a scheduled
engagement at short notice, though hopefully this will not be the case. If you plan to
attend I suggest you contact the organizers shortly before the date concerned.

JANUARY
3 SANDERSTEAD, Surrey: MItchley Hill Evangelical Church [Info: royandjuliet@royjarvis.org.]
12 DARLINGTON, Co. Durham: EP Books planning meeting
The rest of January is reserved for study, preparation and writing.

FEBRUARY
21 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church [Info: 01737 358695 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
28 BANSTEAD, Surrey: Banstead Community Church [Info: 01737 358695 or dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
The rest of February is reserved for study, preparation and writing.

MARCH
13* WINCHESTER, Hants: Winchester Conference Chamber [Info: rtstandfast@yahoo.co.uk]
14 WINCHESTER, Hants: Hyde Street Chapel, Hyde Street, Winchester. S023 7DR
[Info: rtstandfast@yahoo.co.uk]

17* LIVERPOOL: Belvidere Road Chapel, Princes Park, Liverpool. L8 3TG
[Info: 0151 728 9283 or contact@belvidere.org.uk]

18* BOLTON, Lancs: Bethel Evangelical Chuch, Clarence Street, Bolton. BL1 2DQ
[Info: 01204 386283 or njnewton@talktalk.net]

19* WARRINGTON, Cheshire: Bethesda Evangelical Church, Stockton Heath. WA4 2RX
[Info: 01925 264076 or jandd.hayes@googlemail.com

20* ISLE OF MAN: Keyll Darree Education Centre, Nobles Hospital, Strang, Braddan. IM4 4RH
[Info: 01624 825478 or 01624 830488 or lobao@manx.net]

21 (am) ISLE OF MAN: Grace Baptist Church, Port Erin [Info: 01624 823620 or lobao@manx.net]
21 (pm) ISLE OF MAN: Bethel Church, Ramsey [Info: 01624 816637]
22* SOUTHPORT, Lancs: Grace Baptist Church, Princes Street
[Info: adam.laughton@btinternet.com or 01704 514996]

25*HAYWARDS HEATH, New England Road, Haywards Heath. RH12 3LE
[Info: markjventham@googlemail.com]

APRIL
22-23 CREWE, Cheshire: Heathfield Gospel Hall — Crewe Convention [Info: 01270 257182]
26* DALRY, Ayrshire: Trinity Church, Courthill Street, Dalry. KA24 5BN
[Info: 01294 832363 or martin@thomsonm40.freeserve.co.uk]

27* GAIRLOCH, Ross-shire: Church of Scotland [Info: 01445 712235 or dmgair@aol.com]
28* ISLE OF SKYE: High School, Portree [Info: 01470 562759 or ivormacdonald@btinternet.com]
29* GLASGOW: Balshagray Victoria Park Church, 218-230 Broomhill Drive, Glasgow. G11 7BZ
[Info: 0141 954 9780 or campbell54@btinternet.com]

30* KIRKMUIRHILL, Lanark: Kirkmuirhill Church. ML11 9RB
[Info:01555 892409 or ian.watson21@btopenworld.com]

* Indicates a Popular Christian Apologetics meeting

JOIN THE TEAM!
Thank you for reading Newsline. If you have not seen it before and
would like to receive future copies (by post or email) please let me know at:
‘Sarnia’, 81 Lambert Road, Banstead, Surrey. SM7 2QU.
Tel: 01737 357501 / email: jbsarnia@gmail.com

